
Native Village of Eklutna 
Brownfields and Contaminated Sites Program 

 
Native Village of Eklutna (NVE) is a Dena’ina Athabascan village located at the top of Knik Arm 
of Cook Inlet, about 25 miles northeast of Anchorage City.  Traditional lands roughly describe an 
oval from Talkeetna to Moose Pass, overlapping with related Tribes, and now occupied by the 
largest industrialized populations in Alaska, including the Municipality of Anchorage and the 
Matanuska – Susitna Borough.  This area contains about 687 active contaminated sites listed in 
the ADEC database. 
 
Eklutna Area Contaminated Sites 
NVE has investigated contaminated sites within 15 miles of Eklutna Village, drawing from 
community, ADEC, and other sources of information.  NVE Traditional Tribal Council prioritized 
9 of these sites and we are most concerned with about 20.  NVE STRP will monitor, pursue and 
encourage site assessment, remediation and beneficial disposition of these sites with agencies, 
stakeholders like landowners and responsible parties, and concerned community. 
 
Documentation and maps of these sites of priority and concern to NVE and other ADEC listed 
open contaminated sites can be accessed from the “Library” on the NVE website Contaminated 
Sites Program page at: 
http://eklutna-nsn.gov/departments/land-and-environment/contaminated-sites/ 
 
Contact Information 
Marc Lamoreaux     Angeleen Waskey 
Land and Environment Director   Land and Environment Coordinator 
907-688-8522      907-688-8522 
nve.ledirector@eklutna-nsn.gov   nve.lecoordinator@eklutna-nsn.gov 
 
Program Highlight – Old Matanuska Townsite 
We identified the Old Matanuska Townsite, as the best EPA and ADEC Brownfield candidate 
among NVE prioritized contaminated sites.  A private party, now insolvent, stockpiled large 
amounts of contaminants, including military surplus petroleum products, PCBs, antifreeze, junk 
vehicles, glycol and other hazardous substances in a partial wetland.  Eklutna, Inc. owns nearby 
properties that may be secondarily impacted by contaminants.  Eklutna, Inc. commissioned a 
Chilkat Environmental Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment leading to several agencies, 
including ADEC, EPA and Matanuska-Susitna Borough removing much of the source 
contaminants and some contaminated soil.  Up to 10 nearby properties may be impacted 
secondarily, and ADEC plans further assessment.  NVE submitted an EPA – Region 10 
Brownfields Site Eligibility Worksheet for this site.  NVE TRP is evaluating impacted landowners’ 
and agencies’ interest in designation of affected site area as a brownfield with potential as a 
compensatory wetlands restoration and conservation mitigation area. 
  



 

 
Old Matanuska Townsite source property 
drum storage area with an estimated 52 
drums stored on flatbed trailer and pallets 
behind truck. Many drums were leaking. 

 

 
General setting of Eklutna Inc.’s Old 
Matanuska Townsite Properties. 
No debris or contaminant sources were 
located on any of these lots. 

 

 
Aerial Photograph of Matanuska Townsite 
 
Photos from: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, Matanuska Townsite Lot 15 Block 4 East 
Matanuska Spur Road, Eklutna Incorporated, March 2009 



Program Highlight - Eklutna Army Site 
Since 2005 NVE Native American Lands and Environment Program (NALEMP) has been 
remediating the Eklutna Army Site, occupied from 1957 to 1971, in the woods behind Eklutna 
Village.  We removed 900,000 pounds of debris for disposal.  We closed a drum dump, 
excavating and disposing of 117 drums, with contents including lead based paint, varnish, tar, 
tar gas, and solvents, including trichloroethylene (TCE).  These drums were rusted and some 
banged up and leaking.  We removed and disposed of 206 tons of contaminated soil.   
 
NVE TRP is coordinating with the Formerly Used Defense Sites Program (FUDS) investigating the 
extent of a widespread area of TCE contaminated soils and groundwater at the Eklutna Army 
Site.  FUDS found a number of buried metal debris concentrations.  Some of these could be 
more leaking drums.  NVE is working on a new NALEMP Cooperative Agreement to survey, 
excavate and dispose of these metal debris.  We are thankful that DoD has taken responsibility 
for impacts to this site.  Still, NVE can consider it as a tribal Brownfield site.  It is important for 
Eklutna subsistence activities, and was formerly used by NVE for the Eklutna Powwow and 
environmental education camps.  This site is owned by Eklutna, Inc.  Proposed reuses include an 
environmental education center, organic garden with commercial composting facility, and an 
orphan moose rearing facility. 
 

 
 


